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The movie Un Chien Andalou has no plot, definite setting nor defined characters but a trail of randomly occurring events void of apparent connection to relate them. The film employs a lot of satirical pieces that collectively may prompt an audience to question the film’s meaning when in certainty it was not meant to be dichotomized. Also, the film is evocative of a nightmare. With a critical analysis of the film by an audience, two themes become evident and linger longer on the viewers' mind as a state of dreaming of the movie. These elements are lust which is seen at a scene in which rape is attempted and the element of anger typified when one of the film characters strokes out and shoots another. Jointly the two depicted aspects intensify emotion that an audience is beholding the randomness of the insentient dreams as they are common feelings demonstrated in an actual dream.
In his manifesto of surrealism, Andres Breton deliberates the idea that people “are living under the reign of logic.”1 He further expounds on how, to a degree, human mind holds a sense of psychosis, “It tends to do away with all other psychic mechanisms.” Breton goes ahead to discourse humans' propensity to assume an "a realistic attitude, enthused by positivism”; which eventually delivers plays, books and newspaper draw, an attitude he deems has unbecoming tastes and is based on inanity. Breton asserts that sleeping time dreams are part of human psychic activity which more often is neglected, and he demonstrates contempt to how folks highly regard "waking events" than those experienced in a dream world.



_______________

1Breton, A. R. What is Surrealism. Paris: Skirt Publisher, 1924.
The film Un Chien Andalou meets Breton's definition of surrealism as at the beginning of the movie, nightmarish scenes are showed when a man is seen sharpening a straight blade and cuts into a half a woman’s eye.2 The scene ends and a shot of a cloud cutting the moon into half is displayed. Moreover, a nightmarish scene of ants infesting unnervingly tranquil human hand in the movie brings in surreal world elements and what actual reality entails. Through a combination of two distinct but just ordinary things like ants and hand, the uncomfortable surrealistic aim of the film is recognized.
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2Dali, L. B. Un Chien Andalou. Accessed on 25th March 26, 2020. https://archive.org/details/UnChienAndalou_313
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